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“I chanced upon the eighth 
continent in the Western ghats...”

Isn’t it fascinating that we 
came to this forest thinking we’ll 

find creatures on the ground, 
but all the activity seems to be 

happening up there?

You’re right, 
Soubadra. 

Let’s explore 
the canopy!

I’m sure you’re 
wondering what 

we’re talking 
about. Before I 
take you to the 

canopy, I want to 
show you how we 
climb up almost 
30 metres to 

reach the top of 
the trees!

“The earliest 
method of 
climbing a tree 
was using a 
ladder. Making 
the ladder 
and climbing it 
weren’t safe 
or easy.”

We use the 
single rope technique* 
today. It is safe and 
allows us to move 

between trees 
easily.

“Researchers also use walkways constructed 
between trees for observational work.

“Canopies or rainforest treetops are like nature’s umbrellas. They let just a trickle 
of Sunlight and rain slip through. In India, they are found only in the southern 
part of the Western Ghats, north-east India and the Andamans. They support a rich 
biodiversity, regulate climate, store carbon and maintain forest health.

*A rope is anchored to the base of the tree and 
the other end is securely fastened on a branch. 
Climbers use another rope and other specialized 
equipment like a harness to climb the tree
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“The trees and animals share a very close 
bond in the canopies. Due to a lack of wind, 
the trees hide their seeds in fleshy fruits.

“Animals often 
enjoy these fruits, 
disperse the seed and 
help the trees grow.

“Did you know that 
40 per cent of the 
species on Earth are 
found in canopies?

“Experts discovered over 950 species of 
beetle on one tree in Panama! Imagine the 
number of creatures living in the canopies.

“canopies also act as batteries. The leaves are like small solar panels that take in direct 
sunlight and generate nutrients for the entire forest! Twigs and leaves in the canopies also 
act as a sieve; they trap nutrients from the atmosphere on foggy days.

“And since this region is more exposed to the atmosphere 
than the rest of the forest, studying it helps understand 
the effects of heat regulation and climate change.

Exploring 
the canopies is 

adventurous and 
dangerous.

“I remember a cold, wet morning when I 
was coming down a tree. I was unable to 
complete my research work and was tired.

Canopies
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Mostly As: ORBBs

Mad Mixer’s Offensive 

Rotolocking Retroshocking

Boomers, or ORRBs, are
weird yet smart little

grenades. You're sure to
have an interesting time!

Mostly Bs: Bunkum 
Trunkum

You have a whole trunk ofgadgets as defective as the Defective Detectives!You may or may not have a successful time, but it definitely will be
entertaining!

Mostly Cs: Rayna's 
Screwdriver

Rayna's screwdriver will
get you in and out of 

trouble. Fix things, open things, go crazy with it!

c. Mountain
boots

2. The best way to stay cool on hot days is:

1. You’re going on a hike. You’d choose:

b. Fancy 
sandals

ou d choose:

c. With an
armful of ice

creamsa. With the 
biggest hat

b. With ice on
the head, of

course!

a. b. c.
Add them up!

Y h

Gadget Sidekick?Gadget Sidekick?Gadget Sidekick?Who Is YourWho Is YourWho Is Your

Don't we all wish we could have a cool

gadget for a sidekick? Find out who your

gadget sidekick is with this quiz!

a. Leprechaun 
shoes

g

a Leprechaun

Add them up!

a. I wrote it, but I used invisible ink!
b. The rat ate it and then the cat ate the rat.
c. The TV broke so I had to fix that first.

5. You forgot to do your homework.
You tell the teacher:

4. Your dream birthday cake is:

a. b.

c.

y

.

.

.

3. Your favourite toy is broken. You will:

a. Buy a new one
b. Give it a broken companion

c. Fix it
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“As I descended, I stepped on 
something soft. It was a Malabar 
green pit viper! Thankfully I moved 
my foot and wasn’t bitten.

“On another research mission, my 
fellow researchers and I wanted 
to video record rock bees.”

Almost 
there, 

Soubadra.

Okay, 
Ganesan. 
Make sure 
you get 
a clear 
shot.

“But moments later...”

Run! The 
infrared light 

from the 
video camera 
has disturbed 

the bees!

Drive faster!

“And we managed to escape with just a few stings!”

Canopies 
house the 

majority of a 
rainforest’s 
biodiversity. 

Although 
challenging, it 
is important 
to study and 
protect them.




