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1.WHAT
IS A BEE HOTEL?

2.WHO
WOULD USE A 
BEE HOTEL?

A BEE HOTEL

A BEE HOTEL PROVIDES

is a structure in which 
bees can nest and raise 
their larvae. Bee ho-
tels come in a variety 
of sizes and designs, 
ranging from small 
to large, and, sim-
ple to complex. They 
are usually made us-
ing materials such as 
wood, bamboo, twigs, 
or even plastic or 
brick.

nesting space for cavity-nesting solitary bees. Soli-
tary bees, as their name suggests, do not live in large 
colonies or build hives. They live alone or near a few 
others of their species. These bees require dead wood, 
twigs, or exposed soil for nesting. They are important 
and efficient pollinators of many vegetable and fruit 
plants. They do not display the typical aggressive be-
haviour associated with honey bees, and almost never 
sting unless handled closely. 
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be set up in any outdoor or semi-outdoor 
space including lawns, balconies, terraces 
or rooftops. Green spaces such as gardens 
are particularly well suited for a bee ho-
tel. The existing space can be redone to 
better support bees by incorporating edi-
ble plants as well as ornamental flowering 
plants to provide food resources.

developed a phone-based (Android) app alongside our bee 
hotel. The ‘Bee Hotel’ app can log observations including 
date, time and type of bee activity, along with photo doc-
umentation. The app has a simple guide for identifying 
common bees that one might expect to see in the city.

provides nesting space for many 
cavity-nesting solitary bee spe-
cies. These species of bees are 
likely to be constrained in the 
urban environment as suitable 
nesting material may be hard 
to come by in the city.
•	 Maintaining bee diversity is 
crucial to ensuring a healthy 
and resilient population of pol-
linators. If one species of bee is 
affected by a disease or errat-
ic weather, another species is 
available to step in and assume 
its role until the population re-
covers. 
•	 As vegetable and fruit plants 
provide excellent bee forage, in-
corporating bee hotels into edi-
ble gardens can increase harvest 
many-fold. 
• Bee hotels serve as a na-
ture-based solution for creat-
ing sustainable cities by helping 
conserve a part of the rich urban 
biodiversity that can co-exist in 
human-dominated spaces.

• A BEE HOTEL

A BEE HOTEL CAN

WE HAVE

3.WHY
SET UP A BEE 
HOTEL?

4.WHERE
TO SET UP? 5.HOW

DOES IT WORK?
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THE BEE GARDEN 
PROJECT 

is a citizen-science initia-
tive to study cavity-nest-
ing bees in urban spaces. 
Through this project, we 
endeavour to motivate the 
public to take part in bee 
conservation. By setting up 
and monitoring bee hotels 
in cities, we seek to gener-
ate valuable data about bee 
ecology which is critical for 
designing pollinator-inclu-
sive urban spaces. 

bee hotels across Bengaluru city. We 
help hosts find suitable spaces in their 
homes and gardens to set up the bee 
hotels and provide instructions on re-
cording observations. We monitor and 
analyse bee activity in these hotels.
	 We are excited to report that some 
of our bee hotels have already had 
visitors! So far, different species of 
Megachilid bees have colonized our 
bee hotels. These resin/leafcutter bees 
are important pollinators for several 
wild and edible plants.

is designed using 
up-cycled mate-
rial, mainly, old 
wooden crates 
used for storing 
fruits and vegeta-
bles. It has three 
parts, each of 
which cater to dif-
ferent bee nesting 
requirements. 
	 We have set 
up more than 50 

OUR BEE HOTEL 

WHAT IS THE
BEE GARDEN 
PROJECT?

OUR
BEE 

HOTEL
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two large bee hotel installations at Venkateshpura 
Lake and Jakkur Lake, Bengaluru. Besides providing 
nesting space for bees, the installations also serve 
an educational purpose. At Venkateshpura Lake, 
the installation is part of a pollinator walkway that 
is being created by the research team.

Project was presented to mem-
bers of the public and the sci-
entific community as part of a 
talk ‘Bees and cities- is there a 
win-win?’ at the Silver Jubilee 
celebrations of ATREE, held at 
the Indian Institute of Science, 
Bengaluru. 

Link to the recording: https://
youtu.be/-TsSenD8cBU

A D-I-Y insect hotel workshop 
was conducted at Kupu - A Fes-
tival for Climate Action, 2023, 
at the Bangalore Internation-
al Centre. The workshop was 
aimed at promoting insect con-
servation and helping children 
explore techniques and materi-
als to make habitats for solitary 
bees and non-social wasps. 

THE BEE GARDEN

WE HAVE SET UP 

OUTREACH

LARGE
INSTALLATIONS

https://youtu.be/-TsSenD8cBU 
https://youtu.be/-TsSenD8cBU 


6

ASHOKA TRUST FOR RESEARCH IN ECOLOGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT (ATREE),
Royal Enclave, Sriramapura, Jakkur Post, Bangalore 560064,

Karnataka, India

THE TEAM
Chethana V Casiker
Maria Antony P
Tamizhazhagan S
Sunil G M
Jagadishakumara B

CONTACT

team_push@atree.org
+91 9916683993 
(Chethana V Casiker)

Dr Soubadra Devy M,
Senior Fellow, ATREE

has generated a lot of interest 
and has been reported in the 
news: 

The concept was developed through initial funding by the Bengaluru Sustainability Forum.

https://bangaloremirror.indiatimes.
com/bangalore/others/a-hotel-for-
bees/articleshow/91324593.cms

https://www.news18.com/news/buzz/
bee-hotels-pop-up-across-bengaluru-
as-scientists-try-to-invite-bumbling-
guests-5796511.html

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
city/bengaluru/scientists-set-up-50-ho-
tels-across-bengaluru-to-woobees/arti-
cleshow/93697612.cms

THE PROJECT  

OUR
BEE HOTELS
IN THE NEWS

ADVISOR
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