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When Shambu uncle 
said we’re going on a 

safari, I didn’t think it 
would be to this boring 

wasteland.

It’s far from 
that, Aadi. I 

want you kids to 
meet my friend 
Laandga, the 
Indian wolf.

Hi, kids!

AAAH!
WOLF! A 
TALKiNG 
wolf!

Haha! I’m here to show 
you around my home, the 

grasslands. I won’t hurt you.

Savannahs or 
grasslands are not 
boring wastelands, 
but vast open lands 
covered with grass. 
They have very few 

trees.

They cover 17 per cent 
of India and are found 
in the Western ghats, 
the peninsula and even 
the Himalayan plateaus!

Wow! Look at 
these beautiful 

birds!

THEY’RE greater 
short-toed 

LARKS, Rayna.
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Look around 
you, kids. India’s 

grasslands are home 
to 350 bird, 206 
endemic grass,

40 reptile, 25 mammal 
and 10 amphibian 

species!

Is that a 
pastoralist*? I’ve 
seen pictures of 

them before.

Yes. There are about 130 lakh PASTORALiSTS 
in INDiA. THEY’RE dependent on these lands 

for their livelihood. Many of them rear 
indigenous cattle, sheep and goats, which 

are very important for biological diversity.

*People with cattle and other animals who 
move from place to place for water and food

“Grasslands also store 81 per cent of their 
carbon below the ground while forests 

store carbon both above and BELOW GROUND.

“When fires happen in grasslands, the amount of carbon released is negligible, compared 
with forest fires. Most importantly, grasslands store this carbon using far less WATER.”

Striped hyena Indian fox Great
Indian
bustard

Fan-throated lizard
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Wow!
These lands

are so important! 
Does that mean 
afforesting or 
planting trees

in them is a
bad idea?

Yes. You
know, a long time 
ago, the British 

imported prosopis 
juliflora* to 

afforest the desert 
lands in western 

India for
fuel.

*A Mexican shrub

“Separately, The then 
maharaja of Jodhpur wanted 
to make his desert green.

“So he dropped prosopis juliflora seeds 
by air. The shrub flourished, but as it 
was an invasive species, it grew and grew 
for half a million hectares!

“It didn’t let native plants grow and even caused some 
to go extinct. Animals and birds, such as the great 
Indian bustard and the Indian fox, lost their homes.

“The villagers couldn’t graze their animals there 
any more. The shrub proved to be useless, and the 
villagers started calling it bawalia or the mad plant.

Oh, that’s 
terrible, 
Laandga!

Look, 
dogs! They are

free-ranging
dogs. Their 

population is 
exploding in these 
lands and we have 
to compete with 
them for food.

That’s how something terrible 
happened to my friends. 

Their pack caught the canine 
distemper virus, a fatal virus, 
possibly BY SHARiNG FOOD WiTH 
free-ranging dogs. Only the 
female pack leader survived.
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Don’t other wolf 
packs claim the 

territory occupied 
by the pack that has 

been wiped out?

Yes, but that was 
before humans built 
concrete roads here. 

ROADS DiViDE our 
lands and PREVENT us 
from moving freely. 
THUS, A SMALL ViRUS 

CAN WiPE OFF AN 
ENTiRE PACK.

There are fewer 
than 150 Great 

Indian bustards 
and about 3,000 
of my kind left 

in India.

When cities 
grow very 
fast, they 

destroy other 
ecosystems 

including 
grasslands.

What can 
be done?

We Must First Understand 
The importance Of

Grasslands. They’re 
Valuable Ecosystems.

It is 
important 

to conserve 
the unique 

biodiversity
of grasslands.

Grassland 
restoration 

programmes have 
begun in many 

areas worldwide.

WE MUST recognize 
pastoralist rights 

and prevent further 
degradation of these 

ECOSYSTEMS.

I must return 
to my pack 

now, kids. Don’t 
forget all that 
you’ve learned.

Bye!

I now understand that both 
forests and grasslands must 

coexist. We must also plant the 
right trees in the right place.

True. 
I hope 

Laandga 
will be 
okay.

He will. If we do 
what is right for 
his kind and for 

their home.

808 January / 2024TINKLE
19

w
w

w
.ti

nk
le

.in




