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A family of 
Pallid Harriers 
was getting 
ready for a 
long journey.

You must, Sven! We 
need to eat as much as 
we can. We have a long 
journey, and we’ll use 

up all the energy stored 
in our bodies.

The days will soon 
become shorter and the 
nights longer; that is 
when we need to start 

flying south.

How long is 
the journey, 

Mama?

“We’ll 
fly almost 
5,000 km 
and that 
will take us 
more than 
two weeks, 
Anya.”

That’s too 
much flying! 
Why can’t we 

just stay 
here?

It gets very cold 
here in Russia in winter. 

Temperatures can drop to 
-20 degree Celsius. We won’t 
have a warm place to sleep 

or find prey to eat.

What happens 
if I can’t fly? 
If I get tired?

We’ll find 
places on the 
way to stop 

and rest. We’ll 
be able to hunt 

there too. 
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I’m so full, I 
can’t possibly 
eat more, Papa.
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How do 
you know 
where to 
go, Mama 
and Papa?

Our parents 
knew the way and they 

showed us. Now, we have 
it all in our heads. And 

once we show you, 
you’ll remember the 

way too.

“Almost 5,000 species of birds all 
over the world migrate from colder 
regions to warmer regions during 
winter. Human scientists have figured 
that there are major ‘flyways’ that 
birds use to migrate.”

There used to be 
a lot more of us 

here. Our numbers 
have reduced.

We need open 
grasslands for 
finding food and 

raising babies. 
But humans think 
grasslands are 

not useful.

“They often convert grasslands into farmland, quarries, canals, or even solar 
or windmill farms.”

The Harrier family soon set off for 
their wintering grounds in India.

A few days later…

Isn’t this where 
we usually halt? 

Why are the others 
flying on?



All our friends who 
landed here yesterday ate 

some insects and their 
tummies are upset. Some 

may not get better.

Oh no! Why did 
that happen?

The insects they ate had fed 
on crops that had been sprayed 
with pesticides. The pesticides 

affected the birds.

I hope we 
find another 

place soon with 
enough food.

After searching for some time...

This highway will have to 
do. It’s an open place with 
no grass cover and there’s 
a lot of noise, but there’s 
nothing else here for us.

We’re 
scared, 
Mama.

We’ll watch over 
you, little ones. 

Don’t worry.

And we’ll 
leave from 

here as soon 
we can.

After two weeks of flying, when they reached Velavadar Park in Gujarat…

Wow! There are so 
many of us here. Our 
cousins from other 
countries as well.



Hi, I’m a Montagu’s 
Harrier and I come 
from Central Asia.

I’m a Pied Harrier and I’ve 
come from Europe. Some of 

my friends went to Africa to 
spend the winter. But my family 

decided to come here.

What is this 
strange backpack 
you’re carrying?

Some humans 
put it on me. They 
caught a few of 

us on the way and 
attached these 

on us.

It was 
scary. But 
they let us 

go.

“I heard them 
say that they 
will track our 
movements 
with these 
devices.”  

“Apart from us, there are three other 
types of Harriers that migrate to India. 
most of our numbers have reduced 
drastically in the last 20 years.

“Through their tracking efforts, 
scientists aim to conserve our 
habitats and our numbers.”

We, Pallid Harriers, are 
on the endangered list 

as our numbers are 
fast decreasing.

You saw how we made 
the long journey to our 
roosting ground, despite 
difficulties. We’ll go back 

in a few months and 
return next year.

We hope that 
the grasslands are 
intact, and that we 

can safely come back 
here to spend 

the winter.


