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DARING 
DADEXPLAINS

TINKLE

Dad! Dad! 
Please!

We want
to hear our 

favourite story! 
Please!

Okay.
Settle down, 
little ones.

“Long ago, our ancestors from the Chalazode 
community* were discussing important matters.”

We’ve been 
breeding in 

water for years, 
but we’re not 
safe any more. 
We need to do 

something.

*Frog species found in the Kalakad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve in South India

*A 60-km wide gap in the Western Ghats in a place called Palakkad, Kerala

We’re being hunted by 
predators. The water 

isn’t safe for laying our 
eggs. And our tadpoles 

need care too.

Uhm... Have
you all heard 

of direct 
development?

What are 
you talking 

about?

We can lay our
eggs in small, safe 

spaces. Then we can care 
for them until they hatch 

and become froglets.

Nonsense!Nonsense!
We cannot 
waste time 
sitting and 

waiting for our 
kids to grow 
up! Let’s go, 

friends! 

But we’ll
become extinct! 

Our friends 
beyond the 

Palghat Gap* use 
this strategy to 

stay safe.



We could lay 
our eggs inside 
the bamboo that 
grows around 
us-Ochlandra 
travancoria*.

The dusky-striped 
squirrels make 
holes in these 

bamboos that are 
perfect for us.

*This bamboo is only found in the Western Ghats

“This helped us safely 
lay our eggs in little 
holes, away from most 
predators.”

“So while our friends around the world 
LAY eggs that turn into tadpoles...

“I was on alert, day and night. 
No one was allowed to come 
near my little babies.

“While we were 
safer here, 
we weren’t 
completely out 
of danger.”

“When your mum and I decided to give birth 
to you in this bamboo hole, it became my 
responsibility to watch over you.

“...Our eggs hatched and out you came! 
But your life hasn’t always been easy.

I’ve heard 
there is some 

food here! 
Yum yum!

Oh no! These 
ants don’t look 

friendly!



Stay away 
from my 

house! Shoo! 
Shoo!

That’s 
right! Run 

away!

Noooo!Noooo!

Uh-oh!

Get away 
from my 
children!



“And that’s how I saved you from your uncle!”

I can’t believe 
our uncle tried to 
harm us! Did he not 

like us, Dad?
All your 

uncles are 
good frogs 
who were 

watching over 
their eggs.

But That meant
they couldn’t go 

looking for food very 
often. So, when they 

got hungry, they
had to find food 

nearby.

Some uncles
could just be looking 
for a home for their 
babies. So, while our 
home was unguarded, 

they thought they
could take over.

But we’re
facing a bigger danger

now. Our community, these 
bamboos, and the squirrels 

that make holes for us 
are under the threat of 

extinction.

D-does
that mean we’re in 

trouble, Dad?

Yes, my
child. But the

humans can help us. 
They can protect our 

environment and
make sure we have
a beautiful forest

and home to
call our

own.

Frogs are predators that consume insects and invertebrates. Chalazode frogs measure 
about half the size of an adult human’s thumb. They were thought to be lost to science 
and were re-discovered inside bamboos after 130 years!


