
Malai Mahadeshwara Hills, or MM Hills, is characterized 
by its location—as a link between the Western Ghats 
and Eastern Ghats;  interesting dry deciduous and scrub 
forest; by its place in religious tourism; and by its people—
the heterogeneous community of the Lingayat and Soliga.

ATREE’s research, capacity building and environmental 
governance initiatives  have had impacts on the Soliga 
community, Lingayat temple priests and farming 
community, Forest Department personnel, and school/
college students and educators from across India and 
abroad. 

ATREE started its research activities in MM Hills in 1999, 
and  the Community - based Conservation Centre (CCC) 
in 2008. 

Location
The CCC building at MM Hills is located 1.5km from 
Mahadeshwara temple. It is surrounded by beautiful hills 
and agro-forestry landscape by indigenous community.

Facilities at MM Hills CCC. 

The CCC’s two acres of land is planted with native 
trees, medicinal and wild food plants. It has a rain water 
harvesting system.  Close to the field station there is 
beautiful old sacred tree worshiped by local community.  
The guest house block has three rooms with attached 
washrooms; this main guesthouse can accommodate 9 
people. The office and kitchen block are close to the main 
building. The office is equipped with a desktop computer 
with internet connectivity, and a printer. We have two 
motorcycles are available.
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Lantana craft programme is an alternative for bamboo, cane and Wrightia tinctoria

Lantana Craft Centre (LCC) (Reg.  no 119/2009-10),  is  a  collective  of  lantana  craftsmen. 
It was established by ATREE in 2004.  Master craftsmen from the LCC have trained more 
than 350 others, from different parts of south India, in crafting toys, household goods and 
furniture from Lantana camara. 

Lantana craft has replaced bamboo crafts as an income opportunity for local communities. 
With depleting bamboo resources and the ban in bamboo harvest, working with lantana has 
emerged as a viable and profitable alternative to bamboo. 

Lantana is also a good alternative raw material for making Chennapatana toys, which are 
otherwise, made Wrightia tinctori wood, which tree, too, is fast depleting. 

More than 50 households in MM hills derive more than 80% of their income from lantana 
crafts.

Making use of invasive species

Lantana

Field station committee:
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Email: hari@atree.org, Website: www.atree.org/lcc-products

Field: Keeranhola, Nagamalai Road, MM Hills, Kollegal Taluk, Chamarajanagara District, Karnataka
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Lantana craft extension programme

ATREE receives several requests for lantana craft training, from NGOs and forest officials 
across the country. We have developed a training model which informs those interested 
in these trainings. 

The LCCs organize training programmes based on request. At the end of training, we 
also organize orientation workshops for the trainees on marketing, and institutional 
linkages and benefits.
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Wild food and medicinal plants

With the help of indigenous community, ATREE has identified 

and documented over 96 wild edible plants used locally. Two 

of these wild edible plants (WEPs), namely  murki (Buchanania  

lanzan), makali beru (Decalepis hamiltonii) and medicinal plant 

kambi (Gardenia gummifera) are  in  the  IUCN list of rare  and 

endangered  species. Efforts have been made to conserve these 

species through Ex situ conservation strategy and exploring the 

cultural, spiritual reasons, and nutritional values of wild food 

plants and mapping of wild edible plants are also being done with 

community participation.

Other research

•	 Study	of	traditional	water	harvesting	systems

•	 Impacts	 of	 lantana	 harvest	 on	 regeneration	 of	 native	 tree	

species in natural forest areas.

Governance

The MM Hills team works with local institutions and Grama Sabhas to 

facilitate implementation of Recognition of Forest Rights Act (RFRA), 

2006. 

Visiting interns

An intern from Oregon State University did a case study on cattle grazing 

in the lives of forest dwellers.

Interns from Taiwan, recorded indigenous knowledge on seed 

conservation and wild plant usage. 

Research

Environmental Education

Study Abroad programme

ATREE has been facilitating and conducting a Study 
Abroad programme for students from Kansas University 
and De Paul University since 2008.

We organize lecture on basics of sociology and ecology 
and orientation on field work. We have designed week-
long research projects for undergraduate students who 
stay at MM Hills, along with an itinerary including explora-
tory walks and trails. 

Bio-Region Resource Centre

The MM Hills CCC has set up a Bio Region Resource Centre to educate children 
on herbs for common ailments, for nutrition, and for health.  We have also have a 
research plot in our CCC to give students hands-on training in ecological research 
methods, groundwater recharge and soil erosion control techniques.  

Ethno-botanical garden

Soliga and Lingayat communities are known for rich traditional knowledge on fauna 
and flora of this region. They have always used a wide variety of wild plants for 
food, medicine, and for cultural reasons and spiritual activities. We are developing an 
ethno-botanical garden in our CCC land to preserve both knowledge and resource.

Public awareness

An anti-plastic awareness campaign, conducted  in partner-
ship  with  the  Temple  Authority,  resulted in  the ban of  
plastics  bags  and  cups  in MM  hills  .  Cups, plates and bags 
made out of biodegradable material have now become the 
norm and it is a challenge to make it sustainable.

Sensitizing on biodiversity by forming Eco-clubs 

ATREE has formed Eco Clubs with schools in three Panchay-
ats. The objective is  to  involve school  children  in  hands-
on learning,  like  identifying  birds,  plants  and  butterflies  
in  and around their  village. We have also conducted work-
shops for 30 school teachers along this line.  




