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In with Nature

A recent survey in the US
found that only 6% of children
in the 9-13 age group play
outside on their own and kids
8 to 18 years spend 63% of
their waking time watching TV
or internet. This is true for city
kids in our country but kids
like you, are still fortunate.
You still have places to roam
around your houses and watch
nature. Many of us interested

in nature grew up exploring on
our own the places around our
homes and schools which later
became a passion. Here we ask
you to do the same. Scientists
and others have shown that
kids who spend time outdoors
are happier, healthier and
smarter than kids who don’t
get out. So don’t always think
about your class, homework or
TV, spend time with the

flower in your garden or the
little rat in your house. You
will realise you know so little
about nature and text books or
even your teacher don’t have
the answers - you thus begin a
lifelong voyage of discovery
that even grown up people like
Abhisheka who paints the
pictures in the ‘Did you know’
columns gets inspiration from.

- Ganesh T
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Shruthi,
SDM High school, Ujire

Fungi are the 'decomposers' of
our environment. Many fungi

Photograph of the season - Gill Fungi

have fruiting bodies e.g. mush-
rooms. Gill fungi have hun-
dreds of paper-thin folds, called
gills, on the underside of the
mushroom cap. The spores are
produced all over these gills.
When the spores are released,
they catch the wind and are
carried to new places. This gill
fungi was photographed in See-
tanadi nature camp during
DNA club field trip
Photo : Dr. Aravind N A
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Did you know?

Grasshoppers have
no ears. They hear
with an organ called
tympanum.

Many male
grasshoppers make
noise by rubbing
their back legs
together.

Quarterly updates

As the monsoon came to an end
DNA clubs were buzzing with
activities. ATREE  researches
visited the schools and shared
their knowledge with the stu-
dents. Thereby the students got
to attend lectures sessions on
Bats, Birds and Climate change
while David Attenborough nar-
rated films on Life were
screened along with films on
other topics like vultures, ozone
depletion and so on.

The onset of winter allowed the
schools especially the ones situ-
ated in the Ghats to travel. Jay-
cees school, Sringeri and SDM
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school, Ujire students visited
Seethanadi nature camp at Hebri
along with ATREE researchers
and witnessed the beauty of
Agumbe ghats.

SDM school and Jaycee school
Ankola also went bird watching
around the school. Stee Somesh-

wara school visited the big lake
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in Turuvekere to study pond
ecosystem. Jal Tara water testing
kits were provided to all the
schools and therefore students
got to test the quality of water
themselves.

Lab experiments were con-
ducted in all schools and the
schools continued monitoring
tree phenology. Monthly census
of Bats continued at Ujire. Essay
competition and hands on ac-
tivities like web of life, life in a
soil were other activities con-
ducted by the schools

Abhisheka K
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Did you know?

Woodpeckers don't
get headaches from
all that pecking.
Their skulls have air
pockets to cushion
the brain.

Field Trip Experience: 83 ed48
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Yashaswi HY,
Jaycees school, Sringeri

Field Trip Experience : My Opinion

From this field trip and from
DNA club I have learnt about
trees, climbers and fungi, in-
sects, birds, and aquatic animals.
I learnt to recognize many kinds
of barks, leaves, fruits and flow-
ers and the reason for their

structure. I gained complete

knowledge of the forest its uses.
I learnt the difference between a
reserve forest, national park and
sanctuary. I learnt from this
programme as to how to ob-
serve nature and how to find
answer to the questions. We also

learnt about how to save the

forests. Most of all I learnt the
importance of observation from
DNA club. I have improved my

observing skills and also knowl-

edge. So I would like to thank
the DNA club
Chetan B Kori

Jaycees school, Sringeri
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Padmaraju, N,
SDM High School, Ujire
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Ashoka Trust For Research in Ecology and the Environment (ATREE)

Royal Enclave, Srirampura, Jakkur Post ,

Bangalore 560 064

Phone : 080-23635555; Fax: 080-23530070

The Academy for Conservation Science and Sustainability Studies at ATREE

ABEE

Ashoka Trust for Research in
Ecology and the Environment

Email: dnaclub@atree.org
Website : www.atree.org

Editor: Dr. T. Ganesh

Editorial team: Dr. Aravind N. A., Ms. Abhisheka K.,

Ms. Madhavi Latha G.

Design and presentation: Ms. Abhisheka K.

Contact: abhisheka k@atree.org

DBT'’s Natural Resource Awareness Clubs
Department of Biotechnology
Government of India



