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As we move on...

This year’s bio-fest was held in
a remote school near Tu-
ruverkere. The student’s dis-
played their projects and many

and with some prodding by
their teachers these young
brains can achieve many things

g
.

same enthusiasm and concern
for nature as you grow up and
you will continue to share with
your friends the great time you

of these were made from ma-
terials locally available. The
bechive that one of the groups
had made using seeds was
unbelievably real. Others had
documented the birds in their
campus, made plant herbar-
fum, solar cooker and many
more. In all these, the enthusi-
asm of the kids was infectious

that we as adults cannot even
dream off. This being the last
bio-fest, dear kids we only in your life with us.
hope that you will have the

had in visiting forests, watch-
ing birds and counting shells.
We hope you will inspire your
juniors to look at nature and
help them discover what you
have seen yourself. We also
hope you will be in touch and
share your exciting moments

- Ganesh T
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Photograph of the season - Flame of the Forest
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Flame of the forest (Butea monosperma)
is also referred as "Parrot Tree" because of
the shape of the flower like a parrot's
beak and during spring season it is found in
abundance in forests throughout India. It is
a small or medium sized deciduous tree.
The leaves of this tree are leathery and are
made into leaf plates, which are said to
impart health giving qualities to the food
served on them. The flowers are bright
orange-red and are used to prepare natural
dye. They burst open in clusters in the
months of February -March when the flow-
ers are surrounded by sunbirds, white-eyes

and other birds.
Photo : Dr. Aravind N A
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Did you know?

Fungus is an organ-
ism that is neither a
plant  nor
Many live on dead
plant material and
important
role in recycling.

animal.

have an

Quarterly updates

DNA club activities were at its
peak in the month of January
and February as the academic
year was coming to an end.
Along with lecture sessions,
schools organized field trips and
institutional visits as the weather
was perfect for outings. SDM
school went to a farm in Mudi-
bidre to learn about organic
culture and visited the Bio-
technology lab. Jaycees school,
Sringeri visited soil testing cen-
ter, zoology museum and Sri
JCBM College to observe Bo-
tanical specimens. Sree Somesh-
wara School went on a field trip

to Seetandi nature camp. Lab
experiments, film screenings and
Tree phenology monitoring too

o1

were conducted by all schools.
Students also got involved with
project work which included
water, energy and waste audit to
check how green the school is.

To mark the closing ceremony
of DNA club program,
‘Biodiversity Festival’ was cele-
brated for the fourth consecu-
tive year on 25th and 26th of
February at Dombaranahalli,
Tumkur where all four schools
got together to project their
work.

School were busy with annual
exams in March and therefore
no DNA activities were con-
ducted and it was time for us to
prepare for the Vacation Train-
ing program to be held in Ban-
galore

Abhisheka K
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Did you know?

Lichens are made up
of an alga & fungus.
Alga  provides the
food by photo
synthesis  &fungus
shape and
protection to lichen.

gives
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Biodiversity Festival Experience
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Student Experience: How DNA club changed my attitude

I am proud as well as happy that
I have changed for the better
after 1 have joined the DNA
club, that too within a year. A
few years ago when I was alone
at home engrosses in watching
television; I saw a snake come
into the room chasing a rat. 1
was frightened to death. I was
unable to talk for 2 days and

literally down with fever. My
parents were so worried that
they took me to not only a doc-
tor but also a priest

But recently I was in a similar
situation alone at home when a
snake came chasing a rat. This
time I was not so afraid as I
knew it would not harm me if 1
don’t harm it. So I kept quiet

and observed what happened. 1
saw the snake catch the rat and
return the same way.

Now I tell people not to be
afraid of animals as they do not
harm, if left to themselves.

Ramya
Jaycee English Medium School,
Ankola
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Coordinator’s Column : Summer Vacation

Summer vacation is the time for entertainment for
every child. Entertainment may be of different
kind. But I hope our DNA club members are en-
joying their summer vacation with nature. They
have participated in various types of activities as
part of DNA club throughout the year. To execute
what is learnt during the DNA club program and to
check the value of the activities learnt, I think this is
the right time for them.

Obviously a student starts observing nature by ob-
serving birds; it is because of their beautiful and
variety in color and also in call. Almost every per-
son loves birds as we always feel happy to dream to
fly like birds.

As per my observation, students face lot of prob-
lems watching birds because of two reasons. First is

to do with the color. Their color of the plumage

changes with season and also during breeding time.

0-fest 20125 e a3 &8

They also change their call during breading season.
When students watch a bird with naked eye and
sketch it, most of the time they get the color wrong.
It is because of light falling on the bird it appears to
be different when viewed from different angle. For
example, a Lotens sunbird or purple-rumped sun-
bird appears to be totally black from a distance. To
overcome this problem one should make use of a
binoculars. But most of our students do not own a
binocular. But still they are trying to identify them.
I think this is the real achievement of the DNA
club programme. Or else they would have got frus-
trated and neglected it. Therefore, I hope DNA
club in future will encourage more and more stu-
dents to go in this.

Vinay, Jaycees School, Sringeri
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