
Final exams are over and you 
feel relaxed and relived but it’s 
also a period when you proba-
bly want to do many things 
that you could not when at 
school. The department of 
biotechnology used this ‘free 
time’ to engage the restless 
bright minds in what came to 
be called as a Vacation Train-
ing Programme (VTP) in bio-
resources. The 7th VTP just 
got over and as usual we had a 
bunch of exciting kids throw-

ing all kinds of challenging 
questions at us. That’s the first 
step and then comes the pe-
riod when kids gel together to 
take their own initiative to do 
something for the environ-
ment. Over the years they 
have participated in many ex-
citing activities from helping 
researchers, advising parents 
to be more green conscious, 
campaigning against plastic, 
and the list is only getting 
longer every year. Some have 

Volume 3, Issue 2 Let’s keep the flag flying green... 
April –June 2012 

7th Vacation Training  
Programme: 7th -26th May  

NESARA 
Newsletter of  Natural Resources Awareness (DNA) club 

Photograph of the season - Painted Stork 

Painted Stork (Mycteria leucocephala) is a large wad-

ing bird belonging to the stork family. They are 

widely distributed in the plains of Asia. They 

derive their name from the pink tertial feathers. 

They feed on fishes is flocks in shallow wetlands 

and nest in colonies on trees often close to water 

bodies. They are not migratory and only make 

short distance movements in some parts of their 

range in search of food and suitable place for 

breeding.   

Students of VTP had the opportunity to visit 

Veerapura where storks visit every year to breed 

and watched Painted storks nesting. These storks 

are Near Threatened and therefore it is important 

to protect and conserve this species. 
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even formed groups in their 
college and are actively doing 
their best to keep Bangalore 
green.  It’s a nice feel to know 
a small initiative like VTP has 
built an alumni of green am-
bassadors.  This being the last 
issue of Nesara we hope initia-
tives like VTP mushroom like 
apartment blocks and our 
young ambassadors keep the 
green flag flying as they move 
ahead in life.  
Ganesh T 

Special Events 

Student’s  Poetry : PÁqÀÄ 

PÁqÀÄ ¨É¼É¹j ¤ÃªÀÅ £ÁqÀ 

G½¹j 

PÁr¤AzÀ¯ÉÃ £ÁqÀÄ, 

£Ár¤AzÀ¯ÉÃ £ÁªÀÅ JA§ÄzÀÄ 

¤ÃªÀÅ ªÀÄgÉAiÀÄ¨ÉÃrj. 

PÁqÉÃ ºÀ¹gÀÄ ªÀÄgÀVqÀUÀ¼ÉÃ 

G¹gÀÄ 

¥ÁætÂ ¥ÀQëUÀ¼ÉÃ fÃªÀ 

£ÁqÉÃ ¥Áæt JAzÀÄ 

ªÀÄgÉAiÀÄ¨ÉÃrj  

¸ÀvÀå w½¬Äj ¤ÃªÀÅ  

¤vÀå £É£É¬Äj  

§gÀUÁ® vÀqÉ¬Äj 

¤ÃªÀÅ ªÀÄtÂÚ£À ¸ÀªÀPÀ½ vÀ¦à¸À®Ä 

PÁqÀ ¨É¼É¹j, ¤ÃªÀÅ £ÁqÀ 

¨É¼É¹j. 

Tejaswini K L, Sree Somesh-
wara High School, Tumkur 

DBT’s Natural Resource Awareness Clubs

Government of India 
Department of Biotechnology



ATREE organised the Vacation 
Training programme on Bio-
resources in Bangalore from 7th 
to 26th May 2012. Students from 
various schools in Bangalore 
who had written their X Std 
exams participated in this three 
week programme. 
 As Schools were closed for 
summer vacation during the 
months of April and May no 
activities were conducted by the 
DNA club schools. The activi-
ties were resumed in the month 
of June when schools reopened. 

Jaycee school, Ankola started 
the academic year with Tree 

planting program in and around 

the school campus and lab ex-
periments while DNA club 
members of Sree Someshwara 
High school, Tumkur  moni-
tored the biodiversity in the 
school campus along with con-
ducting lab experiments. Stu-
dents of  Jaycees school, Sringeri 
had an activity on Bird beaks 
and claws and the school also 
organized a drawing competition 
on wild life and environment. 
SDM school Ujire celebrated the 
world environment day.  
Abhisheka K  

First we went to Veerapura and 
met Venu, a man who looked 
after the birds with his own in-
terest and government of An-
dhra had not helped him in his 
effort. However recently Forest 
dept had built a nesting house 
for the birds which fall of the 
trees. Seshadri sir taught us how 

to draw a simple sketch of any 
bird and gave more info by ask-
ing questions & answering our 
questions. After this we headed 
to Timbaktu. I had some expec-
tation of the place and when i 
went there it was more than my 
expectation. It was a green envi-
ronment full of trees, plants & 
Eco-friendly huts. There were 
also open schools which were 
not using any Electronic gadg-
ets. They used only solar power 
to lead a life of simplicity. More-
over the food was really great 

 It was a good experience for me 
being part of 7th Vacation Train-
ing Programme . It was a great 
programme which not only con-
centrated on plants and animals  
but also tiny insect, birds and 
invasive species. We were also 
taught some new topics like map 
reading, GPS navigation, plant 
taxonomy, diatoms, forest can-
opy, watershed services, urban 
ecology, some interesting activi-
ties and many field trips. Activi-
ties included collecting insects, 
plants, identifying them and 
learning more about them.  
As part of field trip we were 
taken to Kasa Rasa- waste man-
agement site of SAAHAS and 
learnt about the effort taken by    
S A A H A S  t e a m  t o 
segregate waste materials and 
reusing as a new product, ex: 
Tetra pack sheet. Now in my 
home i am segregating the waste 
and trying to use organic matter 
as manure for plants. We also 
went to biome in Vidhyaran-
yapura and met the Green Ar-
chitects and were shown few 
Eco houses  which were built by 
them and it was quiet interesting 
to know about it.  
We had two more outdoor trips. 

and we met the real hero C.K 
Ganguly and his family. The 
other trip was to BRT hills. Be-
fore going there we went to 
Ramnagara,  a vulture nesting 
site. With the help of binocs we 
traced a vulture nesting and on 
our way visited Ranganathitti 
Bird sanctuary. We saw different 
types of birds and had a lot of 
learning there. Next we came to 
BRT hills. On the way we saw 
wild pigs and Gaur. When we 
went on Safari we saw giant  
squirrel and crested serpent ea-
gle. we thoroughly enjoyed and 
learnt a lot in BRT. 
After all class activities and field 
trips we were assigned to do our 
projects and on  the valedictory 
day we presented our projects 
keenly and finally our group- 
Me, Smithi and Bavya won the 
prize for the best project work. I 
got three certificates & two gifts 
among which were ' The Fall of 
Sparrow' and 'The Trees of In-
dia'. I have learnt some bits and 
pieces of nature's secret but I am 
really humbled to learn more 
about my mother nature.  
Vinod C 
Parikrama Humanity Founda-
tion 

Vacation Training Programme (VTP) Experience  

Quarterly updates 
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Did    you   know?  

Earthworms digest 
o r g an i c  m at t e r , 
recycle nutrients and 
make surface soil 
richer. This is why 
they are often called  
the gardener’s friend. 

 



¥ÁætÂ ¥ÀQëUÀ¼ÀÄ ¥ÀæPÀÈw ªÀiÁvÉAiÀÄ 

¸ÀÆPÀë÷äªÁzÀ CAUÁAUÀUÀ¼ÀÄ. CªÀÅ 

¸ÉÆgÀVzÀgÉ CxÀªÁ QëÃtÂ¹zÀgÉ 

vÁ¬ÄAiÀÄ DgÉÆÃUÀåªÉ®Äè½¢ÃvÀÄ? 

£Á£ÀÄ ºÀ½îAiÀÄ°è ºÀÄnÖ ¥ÀæPÀÈwAiÀÄ 

DqÀA§gÀªÀ£ÀÄß C¦àPÉÆAqÀÄ ¨É¼ÉzÀªÀ 

£ÁzÀÝjAzÀ ¤¸ÀUÀðzÀ fÃ«UÀ¼À 

PËvÀÄPÀzÀ §zÀÄPÀ£ÀÄß D¸ÀQÛ¬ÄAzÀ 

GAqÀªÀ. CAzÀÄ gÀ«ªÁgÀ ªÀÄzsÁå£À 

£Á£ÀÄ ºÁUÀÆ £À£Àß vÀªÀÄä ªÀÄ£ÉAiÀÄ°è 

zÉÝªÀÅ. ªÀÄ£ÉAiÀÄ ªÀÄÄA¢£À MAzÀÄ 

VqÀzÀ°è Sunbird JA§ ºÀQÌ UÀÆqÀÄ 

PÀnÖ PÉÆArvÀÄÛ. CzÀgÀ°è JgÀqÀÄ 

ªÀÄjUÀ½zÀÝªÀÅ. CzÀ£ÀÄß AiÀiÁgÉÆÃ 

§AzÀÄ vÉUÉzÀÄPÉÆAqÀÄ ºÉÆÃzÀzÀ£ÀÄß 

£À£Àß vÀªÀÄä £ÉÆÃr £À£ÀUÀÆ w½¹zÀ. 

£Á£ÀÄ UÁ§j¬ÄAzÀ £À£Àß vÀªÀÄä¤UÉ D 

ªÀÄjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß »AzÀPÉÌ vÀgÀ®Ä PÀ½¹zÉ. 

£À£Àß vÀªÀÄä ºÉÆÃV ºÀQÌ ªÀÄjAiÀÄ£ÀÄß 

vÉUÉzÀÄPÉÆAqÀÄ §AzÀ. DzÀgÉ CzÀ£ÀÄß 

¸ÁPÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ ºÉÃUÉ JA§ PÀÄvÀÆºÀ® 

£À£Àß£ÀÄß PÁrvÀÄ. £À£Àß vÁ¬ÄAiÀÄ 

¸À®ºÉAiÀÄAvÉ CzÀ£ÀÄß CzÀgÀ ªÉÆzÀ® 

UÀÆr£À eÁUÀzÀ°è MAzÀÄ gÀnÖ£À 

¨ÁPïì ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ºÀwÛ ºÁQ EmÉÖ. D 

ºÀQÌªÀÄjUÀ¼À°è MAzÀÄ ¸Àé®à ±ÀQÛ 

»Ã£ÀªÁVvÀÄÛ. £Á£ÀÄ gÀnÖ£ÀUÀÆr£À 

¸ÀªÉÄÃvÀ ªÉÆzÀ® eÁUÀzÀ°è EmÉÖ£ÀÄ. 

vÁ¬Ä DºÁgÀ ¤ÃqÀÄwzÀÝzÀÝ£ÀÄß £Á£ÀÄ 

UÀªÀÄ¤¹zÉ. ¸Àé®à ¢£ÀªÁzÀ §½PÀ 

MAzÀÄ ºÀQÌ ºÁjºÉÆÃ¬ÄvÀÄ. £À£ÀUÉ 

ºÁUÀÄ vÀªÀÄä¤UÉ J°è®èzÀ ¸ÀAvÉÆÃµÀ. 

DzÀgÉ zÀÄBRªÉAzÀgÉ E£ÉÆßAzÀÄ 

±ÀQÛ»Ã£À ºÀQÌ aUÀ½AiÀÄ ¨ÁAiÀÄ°è ¹QÌ 

¸ÀvÀÄÛ ºÉÆÃ¬ÄvÀÄ. £À£Àß vÀªÀÄä ºÁUÀÆ 

£Á£ÀÄ ºÁj ºÉÆÃzÀ ºÀQÌAiÀÄ PÀÄjvÀÄ 

£ÀªÀÄä ¸ÉßÃ»vÀjUÉ ºÉªÉÄä¬ÄAzÀ 

w½¹zÉªÀÅ. 3 ªÀµÀðzÀ »AzÉ 

r.J£ï.J PÀè¨ï £ÀªÀÄUÉ ¥ÀQë¸ÀAPÀÄ®zÀ 

§UÉÎ w½¹zÀ PÁgÀt¢AzÀ Sunbird 

ºÀQÌAiÀÄ£ÀÄß G½¸À®Ä ¸ÁzsÀåªÁ¬ÄvÀÄ.               

Ananya, Jaycee School, Ankola 

Field Trip Experience: Sakkarebylu 

Students Observation: Sunbird 
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Did you know?                                 

Most of the life of 
Dragonfly is spent in 
l a r v a l  s t a g e 
underwater .  The 
n y m p h  b r e a t h 
through internal gills 
and catch prey using 
extendable jaws. 

Art work of the Season: fÃªÀªÉÊ«zÀåvÉ G½¹, ¥Àj¸ÀgÀ ¸ÀªÀÄvÉÆÃ®£À gÀQë¹  

EAzÀÄ £ÁªÀÅ fÃªÀªÉÊ«zÀåvÉ G½¹ 

¥Àj¸ÀgÀ ¸ÀªÀÄvÉÆÃ®£À gÀQë¸À¨ÉÃQzÉ. 

¨sÀÆ«ÄAiÀÄ ªÉÄÃ°£À ¥ÀæwAiÉÆAzÀÄ fÃ« 

¥Àæ¨ÉÃzsÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß G½¸À¨ÉÃQzÉ. D ªÀÄÆ®PÀ 

£ÀªÀÄä ¥Àj¸ÀgÀ ¸ÀAgÀQë¹ ªÀÄÄA¢£À ¦Ã½UÉUÉ 

¤ÃqÀ¨ÉÃQzÉ. `Live and Let Live’ 

JA§ÄªÀAvÉ ¨sÀÆ«ÄAiÀÄ°ègÀÄªÀ 

¥ÀæwAiÉÆAzÀÄ fÃ«UÀÆ §zÀÄPÀ®Ä CªÀPÁ±À 

¤ÃqÀ¨ÉÃQzÉ. 

Samyak Jain,  

SDM High School, Ujire 

long trunk and have white 
patches on the upper part of 
the trunk. There are 2 small 
ones who are very sharp. We 
learnt some facts about ele-
phants from their trainers. They 
require approximately 8-10kg 
dry grass, jaggery, coconut, rice 
everyday. The elephants are 

2700 to 5000kg in weight. The 
trunk has the capacity to store 9 
litres of water. The elephants are 
wonderful when they are in 
good condition. If they are kept 
in bad condition they will be-
have badly. So we need to be 
very careful about them - Shilpa 
N, Jaycees school, Sringeri  

Near  Gajanur in Shimoga there 
is a wonderful place where many 
elephants stay and it is Sakkare-
bylu Elephant camp. Elephant is 
a big animal and it is difficult to 
train and feed, but here they are 
fed so well. There are 18 ele-
phants and 3 are older than the 
other. They are very big with 
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Volunteer’s Experience : A Bird’s View 
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My first memory of the 7th edition of the VTP was 
watching the sun’s rays being sporadically disturbed 
by a bunch of young, circumspect, “soft spoken” 
adolescent characters trickling into ATREE’s audi-
torium. 

They went about carefully choosing the seats they 
would warm in the 3 weeks to follow. The scene 
was one of calm and promise, of pleasance and 
ease, of quiet and Zen. Little did I know of the 
imminent turbulence. Now that I think of it, they, 
the students that is, had all the traits of the Lantana. 
Harmless little invasives! 

Nature opened up rather quickly to these young 
minds, through a wonderful host of researchers. 
Croaking frogs, chirping birds and serene diatoms 
were just glimpses of what was to follow. 

The first weekend of the program was a delightful 
one - Veerapura gave them a sense of community 
based conservation and Timbaktu gave them hope 
of a brighter tomorrow with a lesson in simple co-
existence between nature and mankind. 

If the first week was a mixed bag of nature, field 

activities and NGO visits, the second was focused 
on the elements of nature – pollination, molluscs, 
invasives, plants and forest types. Nature uncannily, 
pulled the right chords in their young hearts and 
left them wanting more! 

When kept busy, the young minds were a pleasure 
to be around, when idle… well let’s just say a few 
of us lost some valuable hair. For that very reason, 
the last week was superbly power packed. Tree 
climbing tired them greatly, Ramanagara and Ran-
ganthittu took their breath away, BRT blew their 
minds and the final knock out came in the form of 
their project presentations. 

At the end of it all, watching the students from 
vantage point, I saw them transform from city 
dwelling kids filled with fun and frolic to fairly ma-
ture adolescents with a larger connect to nature, still 
retaining their wide smiles. 

A wonderful 3 weeks may have come to a close on 
the 26th of May but the dainty flavours and delight-
ful learnings will linger on for years to come… 

Naveen Chabbria 

Ashoka Trust For Research in Ecology and the Environment  
(ATREE) 
Royal Enclave, Srirampura, Jakkur Post , 

Bangalore 560 064 

Phone : 080-23635555; Fax: 080-23530070 
Email: dnaclub@atree.org 
Website : www.atree.org 
 

The Academy for Conservation Science and Sustainability Studies at ATREE 

 Student’s Observation : UÀÄ§âaÑ 

UÀÄ§âaÑ MAzÀÄ aPÀÌzÁzÀ ¥ÀQë ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÀÄAzÀgÀªÁzÀ ¥ÀQë. 

UÀÄ§âaÑUÀ¼ÀÄ ªÀÄÆgÀÄ CxÀªÀ £Á®ÄÌ §tÚUÀ½AzÀ PÀÆr-

gÀÄvÀÛªÉ.  CzÀgÀ PÁ®ÄUÀ¼ÀÄ PÀ¥ÀÄà §tÚ, CzÀgÀ gÉPÉÌUÀ¼ÀÄ 

CzsÀð ºÀ¼À¢, CzsÀð PÀ¥ÀÄà ªÀÄvÀÄÛ CzÀgÀ PÉ¼À¨sÁUÀ ©½AiÀÄ 

§tÚ¢AzÀ PÀÆrgÀÄvÀÛzÉ.  £Á£ÀÄ MAzÀÄ ¢£À UÀÄ§âaÑ 

£ÉÆÃrzÉ. £Á£ÀÄ £ÉÆÃrzÀ ¢£À CzÀÄ UÀÆqÀ£ÀÄß PÀlÖ®Ä 

eÁUÀªÀ£ÀÄß £ÉÆÃr ºÀÄ°è£À UÀjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß vÀAzÀÄ MAzÀÄ 

UÀÆqÀ£ÀÄß PÀnÖvÀÄ. PÉ®ªÀÅ ¢£ÀUÀ¼À £ÀAvÀgÀ ªÉÆmÉÖ ElÄÖ 

ªÀÄjUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀiÁr, D ªÀÄjUÀ½UÉ DºÁgÀªÀ£ÀÄß vÀAzÀÄ ¥Àæw¢

£À PÉÆqÀÄwvÀÄÛ. CzÀgÀ ªÀÄjUÀ¼ÀÄ ¸Àé®à ¢£ÀzÀ £ÀAvÀgÀ 

ºÁgÀ®Ä ¥ÁægÀA©ü¹zÁUÀ MAzÀÄ ªÀÄj ªÀÄgÀt ºÉÆA¢vÀÄ. 

E£ÀÄß JgÀqÀÄ ªÀÄjUÀ¼ÀÄ vÀ£Àß vÁ¬ÄAiÀÄ eÉÆvÉ ºÁj 

ºÉÆÃzÀªÀÅ. F ¥ÀQë «ÃPÀëuÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß £Á£ÀÄ DNA Club£À 

¥ÀgÀªÁV ªÀiÁrzÉÝÃ£É.  

Shashikumar C C  
Sree Someshwara High School, Tumkur 


